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Ladies and Gentlemen, the good people of the Gambia will go to the polls on Saturday, April 9,
2022, to elect their representatives to govern and manage the affairs of the society on their behalf.
It is important that the elections are conducted in an inclusive and transparent manner that
promotes citizens' democratic rights and that eligible citizens are given the opportunity to exercise
their Franchise.

On April 6 2022, the IEC published the revised candidate list for the 2022 Parliamentary elections
following the withdrawal of 5 candidates, 4 of whom were independent candidates from the
constituencies of Jeshwang, Kiang West, Lower Saloum and Upper Saloum and 1 candidate from
PDOIS in the constituency of Lower Saloum. As it stands, twelve (12) political parties will be
contesting for tomorrow’s election sponsoring 165 candidates and 81 candidates under
independent tickets will be running for 53 constituencies in the April 9 parliamentary elections.

As in the December 2021 presidential election, Gambia Participates mounts a comprehensive
observation of the parliamentary elections which includes the observative of the pre-election
environment focusing on: the general pre-election environment, voter education activities, IEC’s
preparatory activities, campaign activities, use/non-use of state resources and critical incidents.

Gambia Participates Election Day Deployment Plan

Gambia Participates will deploy 415 trained and accredited citizens observers to observe and report
on the election day processes of polling units set up, voting, counting and announcement of results.
These will comprise 65 mobile observers and 350 stationary observers across all the 53
constituencies in The Gambia. The 350 trained citizen observers who are duly accredited by the
IEC will arrive at their assigned polling station at 7:00 am and remain at the polling stations until
the end of voting and the announcement of official polling station level results.

Gambia Participates will employ a systematic approach to data collection and analysis through the
use of a standardized checklist to gather information on the quality of the process from across all
the regions and constituencies in the country where the parliamentary elections will take place.
Gambia Participates’ deployment of observers will be proportional to the number of polling
stations per region with more observers deploying to regions with more polling stations and fewer
observers to areas with fewer polling stations. This will make it possible for Gambia Participates
presence to be felt in every region and constituency of The Gambia, and will allow Gambia
Participates to provide timely and precise information on the process of voting, counting and
announcement of results at the polling stations.

On polling day, Gambia Participates observers will report their findings using coded SMS to the
Elections Data Center located at the Metzy Residence Hotel in Kololi. From the Data Center,
Gambia Participates will be releasing regular statements on the observation of the polling process.

On election day, the Election Data Center will be open to the media and the public from 7:00 am
and will remain open until the elections are concluded at the polling stations and results are



declared at the collation centers. At appropriate, Gambia Participates will provide updates on the
election at different intervals and will share updates via its social media platforms.

Summary of Gambia Participates Pre-Election Observation Findings

Gambia Participates employed a robust and comprehensive pre-election observation exercise that
involved the deployment of 65 Long-Term Observers (LTOs). These observers were located in
each of the 53 constituencies of The Gambia. The observers were accredited by the Independent
Election Commission of The Gambia and they were deployed from March 1 to April 7, 2022.
During these reporting periods, Gambia Participates focused on six emerging trends that are likely
to affect the electoral process: the general pre-election environment, voter education activities,
IEC’s preparatory activities, campaign activities, use/non-use of state resources and critical
incidents.

Gambia Participates have made public its pre-election observation findings. Overall, the observers
noted the following;

1. Political Parties and Contestants in the Elections: Twelve (12) political parties
sponsoring 165 candidates and 81 candidates under independent tickets will be running in
the election. The UDP has the highest number of party candidates (46), followed by NPP
(40), GDC (27,) PDOIS (18) CA (10), APRC (7) with the remaining parties APP (1) GFA
(3) GMC (3), NRP (5), PPP (1), NUP (4) sponsoring not more than five candidates.

2. Poor Inclusion of Women in the Election: Political parties have not done much to
sponsor female candidates. None of the 12 political parties has sponsored more than 10
female candidates. The UDP came close by sponsoring six female candidates with NPP
and PDOIS having sponsored three female candidates, three as independent female
candidates, and the remaining parties having sponsored one each. Female participation as
candidates is expected to be generally low for the 2022 parliamentary elections with them
only representing 7.5% of the total candidates. There are still a lot of gaps within the
internal party structures to position women effectively for elective offices.

3. Pre-election Environment: Although the nomination period registered critical incidents
in some constituencies, political campaigns were largely peaceful that were devoid of
rancor.

4. Six Political Parties Dominated the Campaign Period: GP found that political party
rallies are occurring throughout the country, primarily organized by the APRC, Citizen
Alliance, GDC, NPP, PDOIS, UDP, and independent candidates.

5. IEC Intensified Election Preparations and Engagements with Stakeholders: Gambia
Participates observed sustained and intense election preparatory activities undertaken by
the IEC. Based on reports across the reporting periods, the IEC had meetings with
stakeholders and distributed election materials across most of the constituencies.

6. Poor Voter Education and a likely Low Voter Turnout in the Elections: Observers
found that citizens' exposure to voter education/information remained generally low across
all the reporting periods. The IEC was the major stakeholder that was consistent in



providing voter education. Gambia Participates is concerned that the poor investment in
voter education and information will likely impact voter participation and the
parliamentary elections will see a low voter turnout compared to the 89% voter turnout
registered during the 2021 presidential election.

Abuse of State Resources: Observers reported hearing or witnessing abuse or misuse of
government vehicles for political campaigns. From Greater Banjul, observers reported the
use of state-owned vehicles by the NPP delegates at the nominations of Sammy Njie,
Mohammed Ndow and Ousman Wada on March 10, 2022. Public officials were also seen
attending the nominations during official working hours using state-owned vehicles. We
equally observed that the constitutionally-mandated “meet the people tour” was politicized
by the president to campaign for his party candidates. This has created power inequalities
and provided unfair political advantages to the NPP which also violates section 91(b) of
the Elections Act and section 222(15) of the 1997 constitution.

Recommendations

To the IEC

1.

As noted during the 2021 presidential election, some polling stations were not conducive
for persons with disability. We call on the IEC to ensure an inclusive process by placing
polling stations in locations that are easily accessible by persons with disability.

The IEC polling officials and supervisory polling officials should conduct the elections in
an impartial and objective manner.

The IEC should ensure election results are consistent and accurate with greater
transparency of the votes collation and tabulation process.

The IEC should increase communications with the public after polling stations have closed
to assure the public that the electoral process is being respected according to the laws.

IEC to investigate the dropping of candidates and establish if it has any connection to undue
influence and corrupt practices

To the Security

6. The security officials must not use excessive force to disperse protesting crowds. This only

escalates tension between political supporters and security officials.

Security officials should guarantee security for voters affected by recent violence in the
Casamance conflict on election day and make accommodations for internally displaced
persons.

ECOMIG and Senegalese soldiers should act with impartiality on election day and not
inhibit the voting process on Saturday with roadblocks or other measures that would deter
Gambians from voting.



9. Security agencies should ensure adequate provision of security for voters and election
officials in a manner that will improve citizens' confidence and increase participation.

To Political Parties

10. Gambia Participates calls on candidates and parties to adhere to the electoral codes and
IEC’s Code of Conduct for the legislative elections, including restrictions on the use of
government property for political party activities.

11. Political Parties and candidates should discourage violence among their supporters, and
refrain from all illegal practices that could compromise the integrity of the elections.

12. Any party or candidate that is not satisfied with the outcome of the elections should resort
to judicial resolution and not to the streets.

13. Today is a “cooling off day” and it will be illegal for any candidate or party to engage into
political campaigns.

The Media

14. The media should be fair and objective in their reporting of the elections and not allow
their platforms to be used to mobilize or instigate violence on election day and the days
ahead.

To Observers Groups

15. The engagements of observer groups should be guided by the “do no harm rule.”They
should uphold the values of neutrality to promote the integrity of the process and ensure
peaceful elections.

To the Citizens

16. Citizens of The Gambia should stay on the path of consolidating the country’s nascent
democracy by actively participating in the process peacefully.

17. Citizen must not sell their votes to any candidate or party.

18. The National Assembly elections are equally very important and thus, citizens should go
out in numbers and vote for their candidate of choice.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Gambia Participates is fully prepared to observe the elections. On Election Day, we
will provide independent, timely, precise and credible information on the election process. Gambia
Participates, therefore, urges all registered voters to go out and vote, and be confident that their
votes will count. We call on citizens to maintain the peace as they go about exercising their
franchise and not allow themselves to be used by politicians who may want to use violence as a
means to satisfy their political interests.

We call on all stakeholders to continue to tow the path of peace by maintaining a non-violent
engagement in the elections as they conduct the last-minutes get-out-the-vote campaigns and
through the process of the elections on April 9. We call on all citizens, the parties and candidates,



the IEC and security agencies to play their legal roles to ensure a peaceful, credible and conclusive
election process.

Gambia Participates appreciates the unwavering support of our partners the International Republic
Institute (IRI) towards making this observation mission possible. We equally appreciate the
generous support of the National Endowment for Democracy. Gambia Participates also appreciates
our partner Yiaga Africa for the continuous technical assistance to our election observation
mission.
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